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_ calls it Parliamentum Beatum. And we mult fup- 


ment they had: Them, that is, without a King. 
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His is St. Afatthias’s Day, 
wherein we Pray, That the 
Church may be Preferv’d from 

felfe Apofiles, and Guided by Faithful and True Pa- 


(1.) Countrym, 


Se ; 
Per Ay! That’s againft US. WE kaow your 

aning. 

Coated Guilty Confeience ! ; 

Obf. Prithee, Let’s alone with your Saints. WE. 
call none Saints but our felues! WE caren’t for a 
Ship- Load of your Old out of Fafhion SAINTS. 
They were Nothing like OURS! Let Yov, and 
the Church of Rome Canonze whom you will. 

Country-m. The Church of England CANONIZES 
None, nor keeps the Aemorials of any, but who 
are Recorded tor Saints in Holy Scripture. Whom 
7OU Defire to Forget, becaufe their Doftrin and 


Pratlice was {0 contrary to YOURS. 


(2.) But, tell me, is not Putting a Man in Hea- 
ven, a Canonizing of him ? . 

Obj. Ic is fomething like it. If WE cannot take 
him out again ! u 

Country-m. You can do Both! And you have 
done it! For your Baxrer (who Bragg’d, that he 
had fpent Gallons of his Blood fighting againft the 
King) in his Saints Everlasting Reft, Edit. 1649. p- 
82, 83 has Tranflated thoft of the Regicids, and o- 
ther Rebels, who were then Dead, ftreight’ into 
Heaven. And Names feveral of them, as Brook, and 
Pim, and Hamden, and White, who was one of the 
Regicids, &c. And Twifs, who was Moderator of 
sheir Affembly of Divines, and fo forth. And De- 
fcribes Heaven in the Formof a Parliament, and 


pofe, that he meant it in that Form of a Parlia- 
Which minds me of the Vorein one of their Ser- 


mons, wherein they found Fault with our Tranfla- 
tion of the Bible (as made by Bifwops) for that it was 


(3.) But I muft fpeak a word to one of the 
Saints here Nam’d, that is, the Lord Brook, as to 
the Manner of his Tranflation, which you 
will find in the Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory of the 
Rebellion. Vol. 2, Book 6. p.114. He was for the 
Parliament againft the King; And we muft fup- 
pofe, trufted for his Reward to ‘Baxter's P ARLI- 
AMENT of Heaven, not fromthe KING of it, 
again{t whom he Fought. He Befieg’d fome Cavaliers, 
who held out the Church of Lichfield, and the Clofe 
about .it, for the King, And on the Second of 
March (which is Sc. Chad’s Day, the Bifhop who 
Built that Church, and after whofe Name it was 
call’d) my Lord Brook fitting in his Chamber in the 
Town, out of all Danger, as cou’d be fuppos'd, 
and Exercifing his Talent of Praying Publickly, tho” 
his Chaplains were Prefent (for the Clofe or Pale of 
the Charch was then Broken down, and all AZen and 
Women Acted the Priest, and took Heaven, Lite- 
rally, by Violence) he Pray’d, That if the Caufe he 
was in, were not Right and Fuft, be might be Pre- 
fently cut of. And as Prefently he was Shr into the 
Eye with a Bullet from the Clofe, thet by a Common 
Souldier, and Inftantly Dy’d. Tho’ he was at that 
Diftance, and thought himfelf in fo little Danger 
from the Clofe, that he fat with his Windows open. 
Whence Mr. Baxter fent him to that Heaven, 
Govern’d by a Parliament ' ; 

Obf. Your St. Chad NICK’D our St- Brook at 
Lichfield, and Defended his Chursh. If the like had 
Happen’d on OUR fide, WE’ fhon’d have Wrote 
Volumes of it, Tho’ WE hate Superftition | 


(4-) But for your St. AZathias, whom you Ce. 
lebrate this Day, he’s of OUR fide, His Eleétion is 
the Chief Argument WE have for the Right of the 
People to Choofe their own Paffors. For, as it is Af. 
1. 15. there were 120 Lay-Men who Eleéted him. 
Country-m. How do you know they were Lay-- 
Men? The Apoftles were of the Number, and were 





fall of the Kingdom of God, and the Kingdom of God, 
over and over again, every wheres But there was 
not a Word of the Parliament of God; which they 
Hop’d to find in the Original. 

But to go on with our Story. Baxter having Ca- 
noniz?d thefe, did again Rivet and Confirm his Grant 
to chem in the next Edition of that Book, 1652. 
Part t-p. 99, and 101. 

And yet, after al] this, he took them out of 
Heaven again, or Dropr them, for they were Left. 
out in the New Editions of his Book, after the Refto- 
rarion- 1660- He was THEN Apham’d of his Saints, 
or Afraidto Own them, And left them to Shift for 
Themfelves ! Left he might have been fent to bear 
them Company. Which, for all his Afferance he had 
no mind to. ; 





not yet Separated. For it was before the Defcent of 
the A. Ghof? at Pentecof?. And you know there were 
0 Ordain'din a Lower Cla/s of Clergy from the A- 
poftles, by our Saviour himfelf. And we Cannot tell 
but more might have been Ordain’d afterwards by 
Himfelf, or the Apoftles, after His Refurreétion. So 
that the whole 120 might have been Clergy, for 
ought we know. i 

But fuppofe they had been all Lay-A4en,;*ex- 
cept the Apoftles. How do's it Appear, that any 
but the Apoffles did Choofe ? It is faid Ver. 23: And 
they appointed Two. Who were thefe They? it might 
have been the Apoftles, or all the Reff. Here is 
thing of Certainty in all this. . 

And at laft, the thing was Determin’d by Lor, 
which was then a AGraculeus Decifion. ~ aad 
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- nd; after all, this Choofing, if it was in the 
Rody of the Difciples at Large, might be no more 
thag Reconsmending to thexMpoftles , like-ghat of the. 
Deacons, AX. 6. g. Look ye out—— that Is, find 
out Fit Perfoms to Recommend go US, Whom WE 
will Approve, or not, as Wethink fit. Any body 
may Recommend, Thepe’s no Authority in that. But 
to Conftitute or Ordaing that is thewduthgrity, 

Ob, If there ds. Certainty, thence are upon 
as Good a Lay, asyou. Then we know not, ‘whe- 
t-er the Elefion was in the People, or the Apo- 

thes? 

Country-m. No. Therefore We are Sure of Our fide, 

that ic was in the Apofles. 

Obf. How prove you that ? 

Country-m. Will you Grant me, That all Commif- 
fions are Exclufive? . 

Obf; What mean you by that? 

Country-m. That is, that All are Excluded, who 
are not Nam’d in the Commiffion. For Example, if 1 

have a Commiffion for a Troop of Hor/e, can any o- 
ther Pretend to be Captain but my felf ? 

Obf. No Certainly. For elfe, there Cou’d be no 
Commi ffion whatever Certain, f 

Canatry-m. | fappofe you will not Difpute with 
me the Commiffion which Chriff gave to his Apofile:, 
As my Father fent me, I fend you, &c. that is, wich 
the fame Commiffion. To Govern Bis Church. There- 
fore all Orhers are Excluded, but who Derive their | 
Anthority from the Apofiles. 7 

This:is an Effenial Part of the Office of a Go. 
verinr, to make Choice of thofe whom he Entrusts 
under him. How elfe can he be Au/werable for 
their Atifcarriages ? 

Thus St. Paxd Inftruts Timothy, whom he Con- 
ftituted B.fhop of Ephefus, That he fhou’d Commit 
what he had Receiv’d to Faithful men, who {hall be A- 
ble to Teach others alfo. 2 Tim. 2. 2. And fays, That 
otherwife he is Partaker of their Sins. 1 Tim. 

§.22- . 

, Therefore if the People, or any Orhers, Pretend 
to the Authority of Elcéting the Governors and Paffors 
of the Church, they mult thew fuch Authoriry Com- 
mitted unto them by Ged. And if thefe Texts or 
Pafjages in Scriprure upon which they Found it, are 
Vacertain or Dubious, their Claim Abates. An‘ 
therefore it is fufficieat, in this cafe, co thew, That 
thefe Texts do not Certainly Conclude for fuch Au- 
thority in the People, But the Commiffion Granted to 
the Apostles, and their Sxeceffors, to the End of the 
Worla (for {0 long Cbr:s# Promis’d to be with them, 
and Afist them in the Execution of that Commiffion 
he then gave them) being Certain aud Undoubrem, it 
muft be Underftood Exclufive of all Others, til) 
they can Produce a Superfedeas of that Commiffion 
And Another as Clear and Certaina Commiffion Grant- 
ed unto Them: 

Obf, But | have heard, That the Eleétion of Bi- 
foops and Paffers has been in the People. And that in 
Old tumes, 

Country-m. Yes, That Error did Creepin by De- 
grecs, asothers have done. But from the Beginning 
it wa» not fo 

And it came to that Excefs, That the Conten- 
ding Parties have Murder’d one Another in the: 
Church, upon the Eleétion of a Bifbop, till the Blood 
has RuninyStreams out into the Streets. Which 
gav¢ Occafion to an Hiftoriaz to, fay, That the Pa 

bor it then, Confecrated-in the Blood of his 
2 .0CR. 

_ sud» the Confequence of this was Natural. For 
what gs can there be, between feveral Con- 
tending Parsées, where there is no Umpire or Fudge 
over.them 2.[t is All A4ebb and Confusion ' 

Then Clriftien Kings, to Remedy this Horrid Scandal to 
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leon of Bifops into their own hands. Where. it 
taimly much Safer and Bester than with the Mobb. ‘Tht 
pan Aberration from the Inffitution of Chri; And has in 
| very Evil Confequences. Nas Turning wie 
» GION at their Pleafures and making theC 
ghe Intrigues Of STATE. * 
. .Obf. How. came the 
lettion ? 


ing.of how ) 
| That heir ee fhou 
cepred by their Flocks ; did Allow not only 
be made, relating to the Life or Dofrino 
But often Accepted of Recommendatioys from 
Encoutag'dthem to Recommend, Se tiie 

And made ufe of this, on feveral Occafions; to Fx 
with the People, when they prov’d Refrattory again 
Paftor, That he was put over them by their own Comfens, a3 


Suffrage, and Defire. . 
” Hence, in time, thefe Conce, to be Claim’d xp: y 
x Cafes). till the ma 
Ven Ny. 


(And the Like has been done in 
ceffary tohave it taken outof the hands of the People, 
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People at firft by the Powe : 
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grew fo Scandalous, that, as I faid before, ic become e 






(5.) Obf. It isOUR Principle, That the People onght tora 
the Eleftien both of their Kings and Prietts. 

Country m. And YOU Prove both Alike! That is, From jj. 
mitations of Conceffion YOU, Argue to Coercion, and ORIGINAL 
Rights: And fomake it Dangerous to your Governors, whethey 
in Church or State, whether Priefts or Princes, to Grant Gm, 
ceffions to YOU. 

Conceffions are well Beftow’d upon an Obedient and Wiling 
People. They are Govern'd more Eafily, and to their own 
Content. It makes them more Loving, and that makes then 
more Dutiful and RefpeFful to their Governors : And theirg, 
vernors more Indulgent and Careful of them. And thefe arn 
the only FREE Subjeds. é 

Whereas the Orhers are (like-L UCIFER) Shaves in their 
Rebellion, And Force the Governmeut to keep aWaschfull Ey 
over them,. and to Beware how it Grants Conce(fions to 
who. Mifunderftand and Abufe them ; And think chem ma. 
“ny Weapons put into their hands, to Fight with againk their 
Governors who Granted them; And that they Owe lef totheir 
Governors than Before, andre, in fo far, Exempted and Free 
from their Subjefion! And this is their Notion of Libeny | 
Which is Literally being Sons of Beliel, the Common Appel. 
lation of Rebels through the Holy Scripture. For the word pe. 
lial (as 1 have been told) Signifies Withext TOKE, Or RE 
STRAINT, that is, Free from the Yoke of Government, fay. 
ing, We will not bave this Man to Reign over Us And We 
will not have this man, but this, to be our Paftor, 

Obf. And that is true Liberty! And{foWE Prattiee, and 
WE Do. 


(6.) Country-m. And fhou’d not other Men have that\li- 
kerty, as well as YOU 2? 
bf. No. When WE fpeak of Liberty, WE mean only to 
OUR SELVES | But to keep all Others under the Yoke. And 
this WE have fhew’d in a Prefent Jnftance, of our Im 

a Paftor,upon which Occafions Great Talk all over the Towa, 
And People WONDERat it, not knowing the Bottom of OUR 
Principles ! 

And tho the Parifh are fo much Diflatisfy’d, that they In- 
tend to Difpute it with US at Law; And many of them De 
clare, that they will go no more to TA AT Church, if OUR 
Man be put upon them: For that Reafon, W£ hold them te 
it! O' This is Nuts to US! And the Rather, becaufe WE 
Underftand the Bifhop wou’d have the Parifh Gratify’d with 
the Perfonthey have Recommended. What have they to do, to 
Recommend upon OUR_Undoubted RIGHT! 

Country.m. Yet, whenthe Bp. or the King, or any other: 
Lay-Patrons, like Your felvés, Put ina Clerk ; Then 10U Row 
out upon this, as an Infraction of the Rights of the People, to 
Choefe their own Paftor, &c! And have made this one Caufe 
of YOUR Schifm, and YOUR fo Frequent Rebellions. 
That profets’d Diffenters, and Enemies to OUR Church, fhou'é 
have the Choice of OUR Pastors! That the Wolves fhou’dname 
the Shepherds! How long can OUR.Church ftand at this Rate? 
How can the Bifbop be Anfwerable for fucb? Muft Hebe Part 
ker of their Sins ? Or, are the Scriptures Abolifh’d ? 


If the FOUNDATION be Ca down, 


What can the RIGHTEOUS do? 
LORD, bow Long wilt Thoulook upon this ' 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Flying Poft of the 20th Inftant, will be confider’d in my 
next. 








the Churtb, and the Deftrattion of their; Subjeds, took the E- 
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